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I would like to welcome you to the 
1st issue of our newsletter, which 
we have introduced to open a 
further line of communication 
in addition to our website www.
windni.com. It is our intention to 
keep you fully informed of not only 
our achievements but also of any 
relevant news that has an impact on 
the wind sector in Northern Ireland. 

Wind NI is a County Antrim based company that is dedicated to helping 
landowners, government bodies and industrial sector consumers harness 
the power of wind. 
 
Our core business model is to develop, build, own and operate medium 
scale wind projects within Northern Ireland. We bring the projects through 
all stages of development from securing the land, environmental studies, 
planning consenting, grid connection, financing and procurement to the 
installation and commissioning of the wind turbines. Wind NI has long 
term ownership of these developments and operates them for their full 25 
year lifetime.

Jonny Barr Director

2012 is a milestone year in our history. Since its inception in 
June 2007, Wind NI has grown into one of the leading wind 
power development companies in Northern Ireland with 
a current portfolio of over 50 individual projects in various 
stages of development with many more under consideration. 

We specialise in the medium scale wind industry (150kW 
to 250kW) and have now over 8MW (35 individual sites) 
of Planning Approved projects in that sector. We are also 
developing larger scale wind projects such as an 18MW wind 
farm in Co Antrim. 

Our first  and second wind turbines were installed and 
commissioned in August and September of this year in 
counties Armagh and Antrim and are now supplying 
renewable power to their surrounding areas. Foundations 
have been poured for our third and fourth turbine sites 
which are due to be installed in November and December 
respectively. The roll out of our entire portfolio of single 
turbine projects will then continue at a rapid pace over the 
next 2 years.

Welcome...
Wind NI
Our progress...



Wind NI celebrated its 5th anniversary in July of 
this year which was a significant landmark in the 
history of our company...

We are five!
Wind NI celebrated its 5th anniversary in 
June of this year which was a significant 
landmark in the history of our company. 
After founding the concept of Wind NI in 
2007, we spent our early years conducting 
extensive research of the planning system 
and undergoing intensive training in 
advanced wind turbine siting and wind 
turbine technology. We then became fully 
incorporated and began developing our own 
portfolio of projects. 

From the first 35 projects that were 
submitted to the Planning Department, 
we have achieved 35 Approvals. We expect 
this figure to double within 12 months. This 
unparalleled 100% success rate was achieved 
due to many different reasons - the most 
important being responsible turbine siting 
and keeping all planning work in-house.

Due to our in-house expertise, we do not 
rely on third parties to complete various 

planning requests which means a substantial 
reduction in time spent in planning. We often 
hear the Planners being vilified by those who 
are having difficulty in getting their projects 
approved. Over the past years, however, we 
have built up an extensive understanding of 
the best methods to get turbine Approvals 
and this has ensured a maximum success 
rate with our applications.

We rigorously analyse all site specific 
topographic and turbulence factors prior 
to submitting any application to planning. 
This ensures that all turbines are located in 
areas that will produce the maximum yield. 
Wind NI firmly believes that site quality is of 
the utmost importance for any wind turbine 
project to succeed.

We therefore only take on projects that we 
believe we can get through planning and 
that we are confident will be
financially successful. 



Our
First Turbines 
installed...

e have now moved into the build 
phase for Wind NI Approved sites. 
Our first and second wind turbines 
were installed and commissioned 

in August and September of this year and 
foundations have been poured for our third 
and fourth turbine sites which are due to be 
installed in November and December .

Wind NI is not tied to any particular turbine 
manufacturer for our developments. This 
gives us the freedom to use the best possible 
technology that is most suited to a particular 
site. As most industry insiders know, factors 
such as varying wind regimes and grid 
compliance and availability at different 
locations means one size does not fit all.

Another essential factor involved in 
successful wind turbine projects is having 
the required expertise and experience in all 
areas concerning the actual turbine itself; 
this encompasses everything from turbine 
installation to operation and maintenance. 
Selecting the right installation and O&M 

partner is crucial to the success of any wind 
turbine project.

For our first installation we are proud to have 
chosen Duncan Plant & Construction as our 
installation and O&M partner. Duncan Plant 
has been active in the wind power industry 
since 1995. They specialise in the installation 

and operation of turbines ranging from 
agricultural scale (75kw) up to larger wind 
farm size (2.5MW) and have a long history of 
installing and operating turbines across the 
British Isles & Europe. They have a wealth of 
experience in maintenance, major component 
exchange, breakdown response, source and 
supply of spare parts, refurbishment and the 
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Rotor of turbine lifted into place by the second crane...

Rotor of turbine lifted of the ground...Installation engineer awaits the nacelle to be lifted into place...

Landowner 
involvement
Our relationship with the landowners from 
whom we lease sites is very important to us 
and we involve them every step of the way. 
Our Lease Agreements are for a minimum 
of 25 years; therefore mutual agreement 
and understanding of all aspects of any 
potential development are vital to the 
success of the project. 

Wind NI’s leasing offers are not only very 
generous but also sensible, realistic and 
most importantly, achievable. If an offer or 

supply of remanufactured turbines. Duncan 
Plant have and continue to work with many of 
the major players in the industry such as Vestas, 
Airtricity, Scottish Power and RES to name but 
a few.

Wind NI and Duncan Plant have individually 
built up respected positions in the industry. This 
is due not only to having a direct and honest 
approach with clients and competitors alike 
but also to having a track record of success with 
every project they have been involved with. Our 
collaboration brings together the dual strands 
of site development expertise and turbine 
installation and maintenance experience. This 
ensures project quality and delivery from start 
to finish. 
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Above - turbine fully commissoned and 

producing power

Turbine fully commissioned and producing power...

Welcome aboard Ian...

‘guarantee’ from an individual or company 
sounds too good to be true then it usually 
is. We are also in the unique position 
of being able to offer our Landowners 
part–investment options to increase their 
revenue even further whilst having the 
reassurance of a partner in Wind NI who 
will take on the majority of the upfront 
finance costs and who have the experience 
required to actually deliver a successful 
project.

John Donaldson (Landowner of Wind 
NI’s first commissioned turbine site):

   “The time between my first meeting with 
Colm from Wind NI and the turbine being 
commissioned and producing power was 
under 18 months which is an unbelievable 
turnaround on this kind of project. The 
Team at Wind NI kept me up to date during 
every stage of Planning, Grid Connection 
and Turbine Installation and there was no 
interference to any farming activities. The 
turbine itself looks great and I’m proud to 
have been the first farmer in these parts to 
have diversified into renewable energy and 
to play an active part in creating a cleaner 
environment.”

Ian Harvey
Non-Executive Director

We are delighted to welcome 
Ian Harvey to the Wind NI 
team. Ian has many years’ 

experience in the renewable energy sector and 
is highly respected throughout the industry. 

Ian is the founding shareholder and director of 

B9 Energy and has negotiated numerous power 
purchase agreements, wind farm construction 
contracts, and financings for six wind farms in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland with a capacity of 
more than 60 megawatts in addition to the 63 
megawatt Kettles Hill wind farm in 
Alberta, Canada.  

B9 Energy was formed in 1992 to develop wind 
farms and has since diversified into operations 

and maintenance of wind farms, landfill gas, and 
renewable energy from organic waste. 

Ian holds a Bachelor of Science (Economics) 
from the University of Ulster and is a Fellow of 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
Ireland (FCA).  

The view from afar... 
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Recent Industry
News 

Onshore wind cheaper than fossil fuels
 by 2016
Some of the UK’s media is quick to publish anti-
wind power stories, so it came as a surprise 
when some sections of the media picked up 
on a new study by the Grantham Research 
Institute on Climate Change on onshore 
wind energy.

The paper entitled, ‘the case for and against 
onshore wind energy in the UK,’ says that 
onshore wind energy will be as cheap as fossil 
fuels by 2016 – just four years away.

“A key attraction of onshore wind power 
over other low-carbon forms of electricity 
generation is cost. In terms of levelised 
costs – an economic measure which takes 
into account all of the costs of a technology 
over its lifetime – onshore wind is currently 
the cheapest renewable technology in the 
UK. It is expected that it could become fully 
competitive with older conventional sources 
of energy as early as 2016,” the paper said.

DETI confirms continuation of 4 ROCS 
The NIRO is the government’s mechanism 
for incentivising renewable electricity in 
Northern Ireland and is complimented by the 
Renewables Obligation for England and Wales 
and the Renewables Obligation Scotland. 

The levels recently announced are for the 
period 2013–2017 and follow a UK-wide 
Banding Review and public consultation across 
all three Renewables Obligations (RO).

There are no changes to the proposed 4 ROC 
banding level for sub 250kW onshore wind 
generating stations for the period 2013-2017. 
Banding levels from 2014/15 may be subject to 
further review.

Wind turbine planning applications in 
Northern Ireland
The current ratio between turbine applications 
in the NI planning system that are being 
recommended for approval and those being 
recommended for refusal is approximately 
50:50. Planning approval will continue to 

get harder to achieve due to the issue of 
cumulative impact therefore knowledge and 
experience of the planning process will be 
crucial going forward.

Wind turbine effect on birds
Wind turbines are often criticised for killing 
birds. Fights against siting wind turbines in 
bird migration corridors or in bird habitat are 
frequent. Outlandish numbers of deaths are 
often attributed to them.

However, replacing all fossil fuel generation 
with wind turbines world-wide would save 
roughly 70 MILLION birds’ lives annually. Wind 
energy is actually the form of generation with 
the lowest impact on wildlife as shown in the 
following table;

Resource
Extraction

Fuel
Transportation

Construction
of Facility

Power
Generation

Transmission
and Delivery

Decommissioning
of Facility

Coal
Highest

Potential
Lower

Potential
Lower

Potential
Highest

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Lower
Potential

Oil
Higher

Potential
Highest

Potential
Lower

Potential
Higher

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Lower
Potential

Natural Gas
Higher

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Nuclear
Highest

Potential
Lowest

Potential
Lowest

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Hydro None None
Highest

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Higher
Potential

Wind None None
Lowest

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Source

Relative Wildlife Risk Level for Potential Harm
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Wind NI, 20 Upper Main Street, Larne, Co.Antrim, BT40 1SX 
Company Number : NI072874  |  VAT Number : 991 467673

Tel: 0845 475 1001
Email: info@windni.com
Web: www.windni.com

Contact us today


