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Above - turbine fully commissoned and 

producing power

Turbine fully commissioned and producing power...

Welcome aboard Ian...

‘guarantee’ from an individual or company 
sounds too good to be true then it usually 
is. We are also in the unique position 
of being able to offer our Landowners 
part–investment options to increase their 
revenue even further whilst having the 
reassurance of a partner in Wind NI who 
will take on the majority of the upfront 
finance costs and who have the experience 
required to actually deliver a successful 
project.

John Donaldson (Landowner of Wind 
NI’s first commissioned turbine site):

   “The time between my first meeting with 
Colm from Wind NI and the turbine being 
commissioned and producing power was 
under 18 months which is an unbelievable 
turnaround on this kind of project. The 
Team at Wind NI kept me up to date during 
every stage of Planning, Grid Connection 
and Turbine Installation and there was no 
interference to any farming activities. The 
turbine itself looks great and I’m proud to 
have been the first farmer in these parts to 
have diversified into renewable energy and 
to play an active part in creating a cleaner 
environment.”

Ian Harvey
Non-Executive Director

We are delighted to welcome 
Ian Harvey to the Wind NI 
team. Ian has many years’ 

experience in the renewable energy sector and 
is highly respected throughout the industry. 

Ian is the founding shareholder and director of 

B9 Energy and has negotiated numerous power 
purchase agreements, wind farm construction 
contracts, and financings for six wind farms in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland with a capacity of 
more than 60 megawatts in addition to the 63 
megawatt Kettles Hill wind farm in 
Alberta, Canada.  

B9 Energy was formed in 1992 to develop wind 
farms and has since diversified into operations 

and maintenance of wind farms, landfill gas, and 
renewable energy from organic waste. 

Ian holds a Bachelor of Science (Economics) 
from the University of Ulster and is a Fellow of 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
Ireland (FCA).  

The view from afar... 
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Recent Industry
News 

Onshore wind cheaper than fossil fuels
 by 2016
Some of the UK’s media is quick to publish anti-
wind power stories, so it came as a surprise 
when some sections of the media picked up 
on a new study by the Grantham Research 
Institute on Climate Change on onshore 
wind energy.

The paper entitled, ‘the case for and against 
onshore wind energy in the UK,’ says that 
onshore wind energy will be as cheap as fossil 
fuels by 2016 – just four years away.

“A key attraction of onshore wind power 
over other low-carbon forms of electricity 
generation is cost. In terms of levelised 
costs – an economic measure which takes 
into account all of the costs of a technology 
over its lifetime – onshore wind is currently 
the cheapest renewable technology in the 
UK. It is expected that it could become fully 
competitive with older conventional sources 
of energy as early as 2016,” the paper said.

DETI confirms continuation of 4 ROCS 
The NIRO is the government’s mechanism 
for incentivising renewable electricity in 
Northern Ireland and is complimented by the 
Renewables Obligation for England and Wales 
and the Renewables Obligation Scotland. 

The levels recently announced are for the 
period 2013–2017 and follow a UK-wide 
Banding Review and public consultation across 
all three Renewables Obligations (RO).

There are no changes to the proposed 4 ROC 
banding level for sub 250kW onshore wind 
generating stations for the period 2013-2017. 
Banding levels from 2014/15 may be subject to 
further review.

Wind turbine planning applications in 
Northern Ireland
The current ratio between turbine applications 
in the NI planning system that are being 
recommended for approval and those being 
recommended for refusal is approximately 
50:50. Planning approval will continue to 

get harder to achieve due to the issue of 
cumulative impact therefore knowledge and 
experience of the planning process will be 
crucial going forward.

Wind turbine effect on birds
Wind turbines are often criticised for killing 
birds. Fights against siting wind turbines in 
bird migration corridors or in bird habitat are 
frequent. Outlandish numbers of deaths are 
often attributed to them.

However, replacing all fossil fuel generation 
with wind turbines world-wide would save 
roughly 70 MILLION birds’ lives annually. Wind 
energy is actually the form of generation with 
the lowest impact on wildlife as shown in the 
following table;
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Coal
Highest
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Potential
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Potential
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Potential

Lower
Potential

Oil
Higher

Potential
Highest

Potential
Lower

Potential
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Potential
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Potential

Lower
Potential

Natural Gas
Higher

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Nuclear
Highest

Potential
Lowest

Potential
Lowest

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Hydro None None
Highest

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Higher
Potential

Wind None None
Lowest

Potential
Moderate
Potential

Moderate
Potential

Lowest
Potential

Source

Relative Wildlife Risk Level for Potential Harm

Winter 2012
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